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ſelf; Feſus Chrift, the ſame yeſterday, and 

| 2 and for ever; (Heb. XIII. 8.) with. _ 
Din there is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow 


| g ; Mena ee 17.) Divorces were 


ever grounded upon hatred; (Mal. II. = 


\ be No man (faith: he Apoſtle, - Eph. V. 29.) 


ever yet hated his on fleſn; much leſs 
all God do ſo who is love itſelf; (1 Jh 
III. 16.) His love and our union is, like 
himſelf, everlaſting. Having loved his 
on, (ſaith the diſciple of ng Fobn 
XIII. .) which were in the world, he 
loved them to the end. He that hates 
utting away, (Mal. II. 16.) can never act 
| 15 v0 „ we an: 


35 
W - 


| ame down From b W en, and fleſh gl 
s meat indeed, and that blood which is 
dtink indeed; can their Touls have di 5 
ed it b/ yalvely faith, ang. converted. 

ſelves io! it, and-it into the =2 

can they 1 now think it can e 

x Own Saas? «ff 


A 7 70 1 
Fa branch of STEP caring flea» 
fant and wholeſome Fruit, 7 le to 
God, (Rev. XXII. 2.) an 8 3» 
men; and can they 1ook. | 
ö 90 fome vithered dough, "Kr only tor tor the | 


es 3 the la themſelyes Binge PEN 
are laid 7 0 e ing Soom 
f an e 


cu 


to the makin 

Fr the ern i inhabirco of God; and 
can they think they can be ſhaken aut 
with every ts m of temptation? ß 
H theſe met Be dong taken.ints 250 


ſerious thou er 
meditation - Weh h eur b Fele Webern. 55 
on at. Fs of his death, left for an 
P Reo 1 to his Church, in every 
wor whereof there is an heaven of com- 


D fort; 


— 


(6) 


fort; .(Jobn XVII. 20, 21, 22,). Neither 
pray I fer theſe alone, but for them alſo which 
I believe in me through their word, That 
they all may be one, as thou Father art in 


| _— and 1 in thes, that they alſo may be one 


wird us. And the glory that thou gaveſt 
me, I have given them, that ' they may be 
one, eben as we are one 1 din them, and 
thou in me. Oh heavenly conſolation ! 
Oh indefeaſible aſſurance! What room 
can there be now here for out diffidence ? 
Can the ſon of God pray and not 'be 
heard? For himſelf he needs not ptay, 
as eternally one with the Father, 
o I bleſſed for ever. He prays for his; and 
rayer is, That they may be one with 

the 8 Fler and him; even as they are one. 
They cannot therefore but be partakers of 
this bleſſed union; and being partakers 
of: it, they cannot be diſſevered. And to 
make ſure work, that glory which the 
Father gave to the Son of his love, they 
ate already (through his gracious partici- 
| ) Prepoſſeſſed of. Here they have 
n to enter upon ' that n from 
Ahn none are of the pow wers of hell can 
Fever cje&'them., Oh the unſpeakably 

y condition of believers! Oh 1 


nts of God, in a e r 


— 1 
2 8 — — 2 
* 


(27) 

of their” inchdcate bleſſedneſs, could Gag 
for joy, and here beforehand begin to take 
= thoſe Hallelujahs which they ſhall ere 


of the higheſt (and never end) in the choir 
Higheſt heaven q 3 


en . 


The es and benefits 0 this unio : 
rn of them Life. * | 


| Havino now taken a view of this 
bleſſed union, in the nature and 'reſem- 
blances of it, it will be time to bend thine 
eyes upon thoſe moſt advan us con- 
equents, and high privileges, which do 
neceſſarily follow upon, and attend this 
heavenly conjunction. Whereof the firſt 
is that which we are wont to account 
ſweeteſt; Liſe. Not this natural life, which 
is maintained by the breath of our noſtrils,” 
Alas, What is that but a bubble, a va- 
pour, a ſhadow, a dream, nothing? As it 
is the gift of a good God, worthy to be 
eſteemed precious; but as it is conſidered: 


f 


in its own tranſitorineſs, and appendant 1 


miſeries, and in compariſon of a better life, 
not worthy to take up our hearts. This 
life of nature is 9 which ariſeth from 

2 the 


. 28 1 | 
2 union of the body with the ſoul, many 
neyect upon hard terms; b 
al A fe which we now ſpeak of, arifi 
from the onion betwixt God and the Gul, 
is that wherein there can be nothin 
perfect contentment, and joy unfpea able 
and full of glory. Yea, this is that life 
which Cbriſi not only gives „but is. He 
that gave himſelf for us, and is that life 


that he gives us; When Chriſt, which 7s 
our life, ſhall appear, ſaith the Apoſtle, 


1 (Cel. MI. 4.) And, Chriſt is to me, 10 live, 
9 | | hal. . . " And. mot emphaticall 's 
Wo 9955 20. T am « hed with Chriſt F 

_ nevertheleſs I live; 


— — _—_ — * 
- = ye 2 - - _ — * - 
_ 
CE ————— — nt ———̃ — > — a” — — — — — 
* — * - _— _— — — - - * * — 
— — — — — - — — - — - -. — 


— —— _ 
— —— — 


__ in me. . Lo, it is a common "IG 
| that in him we live; but it is an eſpecial 
favor to his own, that he lives in us. 
Know you your orunſelves, (ſaith the. Apo- | 
ſtle, 2 Cor. XIII. ; :\bew that Jeſus Chriit.;s / 
in hou, except ye 25 reprobates ? And where - 
ſoeyer he is, there he lives. We have not 
a dead Saviour, but a living and where 
he lives, he animates. It i is not therefore 
St. PauPs caſe alone, it is every believer's 35 
who may truly ſay, 7 line, yet not I, but. 
- -Chriſt verb in me. Now, how theſe lives, 
| and the authors of them, are di iſtingyiſh- 
13 is worth thy e conſideration. 


Know 


RY _— ——— = 
— — DICE Poo 1, nr 
— - - 


625 

- Know then, my ſon, that every faithful 
man's boſom is a Rebekab's womb, (Gen. 
XXV. 22.) wherein there are twins; a 
rough Eſau, and the ſeed of promiſe; the 
old man, and the new; the fleſn, and the 
ſpirit; and theſe have their lives diſtinct 
How each other; the new man lives not 
the life of the old; neither can the old 
man live the life of the new; it is not one 
life that could maintain the oppoſite ſtrug- 
glings of both theſe. Corrupt nature is 
it that gives and continues the life of the 


old man. It is Chrift that gives life to 


the new. We cannot ſay but the old man 
or fleſh is the man too; For I know (ſaitng 
the choſen veſſel, Rom. VII. 18.) that in 
me, that is, in my fleſh, dwelleth no good. 
thing, But the ſpiritual part may yet bet- 
ter challenge the title; For I delight in 
\ the law of God after the inward man, (Rom. 
VIE. 22.) That old man of ours is de- 
_ rived from the firſt Adam; as we ſinned in 
him, ſo he liveth in us. The ſecond Adam 
both gives, and is the life of our regene - 
ration, like as he alſo is the life of our 
glory; the life that follows our ſecond 
reſurrection; I am (ſaith he) the reſur- 
rection and the life. What is it then where- 
by the new creature lives? Surely no other 
l 1 than 


it is that Which gives 


an Spice of Chi, that alone. de it 


ing, 
Cbriſtian he hath all theſe from him with 
whom he is ſpiritually one, the Lord 
Jiuſas; and the objects of all theſe vary 
accordingly. His natural eyes behold 


"a 


that gives being and. life to the renewed 
ſoul. of of yer etc to us, there is 


nothing where with we ate ſo-well acquaint- 
ed; yea, we feel continually what it is, 
and what it produceth.; it is that from 


whenee. all ſenſe, action, motion, floweth ; 
us to be what we 
are. All this is Cbrit to the tegenerate 


man. Ie is one thing what he is, or doth 


as a man; another thing; what he is, or 


doth as a Chriſtian: As a man he hath 


> ears, motions, affeftions, under- 
naturally as his own 3 as 4 


bodily. and material-things 3 his ſpiritual 


eyes ſee things inviſible ;- his outward ears 


hear the ſound of the voice; his inward. 


his own ſecular 


ears hear the voice of God's Spirit ſpeak- 
ing to his ſoul ; his bedily feet move in 
ways his ſpiritual walk 
with God in all the. ways of his com- 
ndments. His natural affections are 
ſet upon choſe things which are agrecable 
thereunto; he loves beauty ; fears pain 


—_— rejoices is ouemard: proſperity; 


hates 


the 8 I a — God; rejoices 
in God's favour, which 1s better than life. 
His former thoughts were altogether taken 
up with vanity, and earthed in the world; 
now he ſeeks the things above, where 
Chriſt ſitteth at the right-hand of God, 
(Col. III. 1.) Finally, he is ſuch, as that 
a beholder ſees nothing but man in him; 
but God and his ſoul find Cbriſt in him, 
both im his renewed perſon. and actions; 
in all the decrees both of his life, and 
— of his ſufferings and glory. | 
little children (ſaith St. Paul, Gal. VI. 19.) 
of whom 1 travail in birth again until Chriſt 
be-formed in you. Lo here, Chriſt both con- 
ceived: and born in the faithful heart. 
Formation follows conception; and tra- 
_ vail implies a birth. Now the believer is- 
a new-born: babe in Chrif,. (x. Cor. III. 1. 
2. Pet. II. 2.) and ſo mutually Cbriſ in 
him; from thence he grows up to (1 Jeb» 
II. 14.) ſtrength of youth; and at laſt to 
perfection, even towards the meaſure of 
| ho ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, Now. 
IV.1g- 2 Cor. XIII. 9. Heb. I. G) And 


R571 


in 


(40 
in this condition: he is dead with Cr 7 
Rom. VI. 8.) He is buried with Chrift; 
(Rom. VI. 11.) He is alive again unto God 
through Cbriſt, (Col. HI. 1.) He is riſen 
with Cbriſt, (Rom. VIII. 17. and with 
Chriſt he is glorified; yea, yet more than 
ſo;- his (Col. I. 24.) ſufferings are his, 
(Rom. VIII. 17.) He is, in Chriſt, an 
heir of glory, (Col. I. 27.) and 1 0 wy 
in goed the hope * glory. 


— 
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4 ein of our inſenfibleneſs of this mercy, 


and an exci tation 10 4 cb e 


1 4 it. 


ber laben not now „ find cauſe (my 

| ſon) to complain of thyſelf, (as I confeſs 

I. daily do) that thou art ſo miſerably apt 
to forget theſe intimate reſpects between 
thy CH and thee ? Art thou not aſhamed 
to think, how little ſenſe thou haſt had of 
thy great happineſs ? Lo, Chriſt is in thy 
boſom, and thou feeleſt him not. It is 
not thy ſoul that animates thee in thy re- 
newed ſtate; it is thy God and Saviour; 
and thou haſt not hitherto perceived it. 


It is no otherwiſe with chee in this caſe, 
4 than 


*, — 


: 0350 


than with the members of thine om, bo- 
dy; there is the ſame life e in thy fi ny 
and toes, that there is in the ea of 
Heart; yea, in the whole man; and A 
thoſe limbs know not that they have ſuch” 
4 life. Had thoſe members reaſon as well: 
as ſenſe; 11 5 would Fee that, where- 
with” they a e enlivene thou haſt more 
an Treaſon, faftli; Nach therefore mayſt 
well know Ince thou haſt this Fpirirul | 
fe; and thereupon art much waatin ng to 
thyſelf, if thou doſt not, enjoy ſo u 
agd comfortable an ap rehenfion, . 75 
zbve therefore with thyſelf, that no ſecu· 
lar occaſion ſhall ever ſer off thy. heart 
from this. bleſſed. object; and that thou, 
wilt as {6on forget thy natural life, as this 
Fe and raiſe up thy thoughts from 
18 A, to 9 'of heavens.” Shake: 
off his natural. puſtlſanimity,, and mean 
Ps 3 thy yſelf, as if thou wert all cart 
and know. thy 1117 advanced to a- celeſtial 
condition, chat thou art united to the Son 
of God, and animated by the Holy Spirit 
of God; 10 is the life which thou now 
liveſt in the fleſh ; thou liveſt, by the 11 
of the Son of Goll, who ny 4 8 8 
ae Himself for © ths, n 


N 
2322 


| 0 34 1 3 
. chen SY confeſs. 8 how juſt cauſe 
we have to 8 the dead-heartedneſs 
| wherewith we are ſubject to be poſſeſſed; 
and how many worthy Chriſtians are chere 
| 33 the 5 who bear a part with us in 

blame; who: have yielded over 

ee to a ae ſolate hearclettneſs, 
and i ſad dejection of ſpirit; partly through 
1 diſpoſition inclining to dump ich. 

els, and partly through the Sievalence of 
3:6 5 77 75 for Satan well knowing how 

it makes for our happineſs, chear- 

rally to reflect upo 
and to liye. in t je 
hour wh means to withdraw our hearts = 
from this 0 comfortable object, and to 
log. us with a penſiye kind of ſpiritual 
ſullenoeſs; actounting it no ſmall maſtery 
if he co revail Th ra $3} far” as to, be. 
1 of this habi wk 30% he Floly 
. Ghoſt 15 riſing from the inanimation o 

5 if iving : and breathing within us. S0 
much the more therefore muſt we 
all the powers of our ſouls againſt this 
| 1 15 OUS An deadly. machination of our. 
enem ; labour, for life, to 
in this, Git of our joy againſt all the 
of darkheſs; and if at any time 


on our intereſt in Coriſi. 1 
. ſenſe of it, 1 


powers 
we "find ourſelves beaten off, through the 
violence 


violence of temptatior | 
ourſelves into our renewed: er, we 


expoſtulate the matter with our ſhrinking 
N (with the man after God's o.]n 

heart). Why art, thou caſt down, O my. ſoul, 
and. why, art thou diſquieted within me 2 
Hope thou. in God, for { ſhall yet praiſe him, 
who ts tbe health of my countenance and * 


Go, x (on XII. x 11. SS 10 
A 1 

N el „ wy 
. BD ht 8 E S 2 's 3 CO I 5 25 , e 


+ $£5 Pts 3 


; 3 4 
23 is. 4 +4 $ ©'4 
4 #2 1 
to 40 aud 
» i W : * , * - . : 7 
; . o 4. * 8 
* 


Nrzfrürx is: here. .mor lace for an . 
heavenly, joy than, for ore pls of ſpirit, 
and raptures of admiration, at that infl» 
nite goodneſs and mercy of our God, Who 
\ hath vouchſafed fo far to 1185 his cleft, 
as to honour them with a cial 'inhabi-. 
tation of his ever-bleſſed Deity ; yea, to 
live in them, and to make them live mu. 
mal in and to hiniſelf. What capacity 
s kbere in the narrow heart of man to 
e of this incomprehen ſihle favour 
to his A nes creature? O Saviour, this is. 
no ſmall 


part of that great myſtery where: 4 


into the Angels defire to look, (1 Pet. 1. 


up Dae OOTY 12) 


1 5 Geras 111 La Ane e thine ben⸗ 
venly glory ſhouldſt vouchſafe to come 
down and dygll with Us i @heſe houſes 
clay, and to make aur breaſts the tem- 
88 * "thy Frey Gh.! Ta Cor: VL. 19.) 
When thine holy mother came to viſit the 
a 1 th ; fore-runner,. then 
nother, ſprang , TO 
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Naben, did the holy God Sire f b. 
Wipe where the: Aid not expect a 22 | 
Ee hach mae reſpect fbr his glory hin 
— — The de at 
r eſßectual improve- | 
ment. Art thou then thus | | united 
to ri; and thus enlivened by Ci, 1 
How entire muſt:thou needs be with him? 9 
Ha dear muſt thy valuations be of him: 
How heartily muſt thou be devoted te 
him Mani my 2 ian ruh write 


+ ae 9 ſo 

4 gueſt 28 irit 

the ſecret: » of hs fol, apple x 

ſelf to him in all things, ſo as _ 

1 all their pinke Cas 1 

2:0 is 154 _ 5 
e, | 


(38) 
; An poſtle, (Rom. VIII. 16.) beareth witneſs 
wh our ſpirit, that. we are the children of 
God; and not in this caſe only, but upon 
. whatſecyer occaſion the faithful man hath 
ttbis Urim. in his breaſt, and may conſult 
with this inward Oracle of his God for 
| hong ara reſolution in all his:doubts; 
he, according to the counſel 
7 (fal. IV. 4: ):commuhe 
Sith. own on heat but chat ee 
„ 18 Te y. to give him an An- 
OT Shor wy, our ſouls and we are one; 
PE. ie ſoul and life are ſo near one, that 
:+ the one is commonly taken for the other; 
e ee 
pol our ſouls, is, and needs muſt be, ſo 
intrinſical tao us, that we cannot ſo much 
aus conceivecof our f iritual MAG ae 
Hime 72D 2d- ot fur Ali wor 
— Au needeſt not be told; my' ſon; how 
_ much thou valueſt liſe. Befides thine own 
_ {eiiſes Satam himſelf can tell thee, (and 
this caſe thou mayſt believe. him). Skin 
+ skin, and all that a nan hath ' will he 
ve. fer bys He, (Job II. 4.) What ran- 
om can be ſet upon it, that a man would 
- Bigk to wedithou h mountainsiof:Gold; | 
. 6585 21 IX. .) Hough thoufands of 
LP. | Rams, ten he rivers of: Oil 
Es - | . Ie (Micah 
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_ Tabs TED 
(Mice VI a 7) Yea; how: readily do + | 


. dea limbs, not to hazard + "2 

only, bis to-loſs, for the preſervation ß 

it ? Now, alas, What is our life? It is 
even a vapour that appeareth for a little. 

time, and then — away, (Jam. IV. 

14.) And if we do thus value a periſi- 

ing life, that is going out every moment. 

What price ſhall we ſet upon eternity ?? 

If Chrift be our life, How precious is thatt 
lite, which neither inward diſtempers, nort + 
outward violences, can bereave u s' of Sp. 
which neither can be decayed - 8 
nor altered with croſs events? 


choſen Veſſel, (Pbil. III. 75 Ty 


ins were gain 10 me, theſe L , Be: io 
for Ch it; yea, doubtieſ, I rigs 3 
but Toſs for the excellency of the ' knowledge. © ©* 


of Chriſt Jeſus: my Lord, for whom L babe 
” BR /uffrred” the \loſs of all things, and da cant. © 
them but dung that I may win Chriſt. And. 
as one that did not eſteem his own life. | 
dear to him, in reſpect: of that better 
Always: (ait he, Ads XX. 24.) | 
about in the bady tbe dying of the Lord. 
Jeſus, that the life alſo of 144 might be 

made manifeſt in our body, (2 Cor. IV. 10.) 
How chearfully have the noble and con- 
_ armies of holy martyrs given 

2 | _— 


5 affected, chat knows and feels the infinite 


ful hearts. According io my carng * 
8  Patjon and m hope, that in nothing 4 


1 2 


away theſe: momentary” lives that 
might hold - faft their the life of 


their fouls? And who can fg otherwiſe 


| happineſs that offers itſelf to be enjoyed 
| by him in the Eord Jeſs ? 
LST Iv if Chrift be thy life, then thou 


. | art fo devoted to him that thou liveſt, as 


in him and by him, ſo to him alſo; aim- 
ing only at his fervice and glory 
Framing thyſelf wholly to his will and 
Weder, Thou canſt not ſo much as 
eat or drink but with reſpect to him, 
6 (3 Cer: X. 31.) O the gratious reſolution 
of him that was wrapt Zato the third h 
ven, worthy to be the pattern of all fainh- 


| be aſhamed; but that with all boldn = as 

mays, ſo now alſo Chriſt Hall be 

fied in my body, whether it be by hfe. er by 

Aab. For to me to live is Chriſt, and to 

die is gain, (Phil. I. 20, 21.) , Our natu- 
ral life is not worthy to be its own ſcope ; 

we do not live merely that we may live; 


,” 


our ſpiritual life, Chrift, is the utmoſt and 


| rok perfect end of all our living; with- 
. Ae er ff we ſhould, — 
„ 8 N 


W $5: 24 
* 
4 : 


7 my 


| were no-othes than a ſpiritual death. o 
Saviour, let me not live longer than 1 
ſhall be enlivened by thee, or than thou 
ſhalr be glorified by me. And what rule 
ſhould I follow in all the. carriage of 
my life but 1 Thy precepts, thine 
examples, that ſo I may live thee as well 
as preach thee; and in both, may find 
thee as thou haſt truly . Forth en, 
The Way, the Truth, and 7 tbe Life, (John 
NIV. )-the Way wherein 1 ſball. walk, . 
the Truth which I-ſhall believe and pro- 


fels; and the Life which I ſhall enjoy. «In 1 1 


all my moral actions therefore, teach me 
to ſquare De by thee 3 whatever | am 


about to do, or ſpeak, or effect, let me 


think, If my Saviour were now upon 
— Þ 
putting my unto? Would he 

"ts to th that I: am now uttering 2 
Would he be thus diſpoſed as I now: feel 
ry. Let me not yield myſelf. to any 


word, or e which my Sa- 


viour would be a 


him be pleaſed ſo to manage ge his own | life of 


in me, that all the ;ngepeſt - he hath given 
me in myſelf, may be wholly. Fate. 1 
to him; that I may be, as it were, dead 
| * in wytelf, while mY lives and moves in me 


7 0 Fe. 


» a. - 


1 % 
* . n 
r 
x 
F 
ny 
N 7 
8 1 - 
> E - 
= " - A 6 — - 
- — = * 
1 9296399 


* : f ie” 
— — * N , 
b p = & — a — 
7 —_— "5. 4 5 4 dl = . ” 
Ss woe Bogen T%.” * Jo „ ren hp: = 0 


n 


ca) 


* N 
1 "I 1 * * 8 1 * 1 Y 
ud. laws tig! 45 E452 
2 4 1 


” 1 * - 
93 3 . 


r Ahn, 

it 9 5 Fre N ++: en 1 f 
Ir virtue of this bleſſed Union 1 0 

is x become our life, ſo (char Which is — 
higheſt Uy of the ra- 
2 A 'the ſupernatural. and Fpiricual 
: he is alſo made unto us of 
7, "Wi Dam, Righteouſneſs, Sauntfication, 
( Cor. I. 30.) Not that 
works theſe great things in and 
0 e were 700 eld a 2 


5 8 born the wiſcſt mays e der n ng 
ture could boaſt of is verified chat cha- : 
| racter which the divine Apoſtle gave of 
1 . m long ago, (Rom. J. 21, 22: () 'Theit 
fookſh blog — sprofeſſing them- 
| th beſt _ = Gow Ole op — 
(PR LICL 240 8 Pls wes 7 cn 

| Horan, 1 was as 6 beef before thee ; and 
r the ſon of Fakeb; (Prov. I 

: 3 15 8 % 25 3. a 


\ 
\ 


1. 


2,3.) S I 


Sath: ſbined in our beats, to give „ 
of _— _—_ 


497 
c pe wy ——— of 
man; I neither learned tui dam, nor haue the 
knowledge of the beh. And if any man will 
be chal more to himſelf, he muſt, 
at laſt, rake up with. Salomon, (Eccl. VIE 
23.) T ſaid Twill be uiſe, but it was far 


fm ne. But how defective ſoever we 
are in ourſelves, there is wiſdom 


in our head, Cbriſt, ta ſupp ly all our wants. 
He that is che — os; the Father, is; 


by the Father, made our wiſdom. - 7s Sep 
 v'bid ol the trenfires of ui 


and know- 
oſtle, (Col. I. 3.) 80 
come 


faith the Ap 
they are both revealed and = 
d to his own; For God, 40ho-com- | 
. the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, | 

the light 6 


of the knowledge of the 
S Jeſus -hriſt, (2 Ger. IV. 6.) In 


apart bimſalf unto us; He is: the 
* the invjfible Gad, (Col. I. 193.) 
2 _brightneſs-of his glory, and the ex+ 
preſs image of bis perſon, 
was a juſt check that he gave *. 
in the Goſpel, (Jah XIV. 9.) Have I been 
rr and yet baft thou nos 

known me, ap He that hath 1 oe 


* hath 
7-7 
1 Y 

o 


and by him herb it pleaſed. the ba- 


(Heb. I. 3.) It N 


« 1d. 
baſh r the Farber A 1 It hi 

= by, er earn = nu} 
and.” © ooliſhr ; 5 in com} ariſon * 


pro R 

= — unto, ditches very out: ſide of theſe 

33 viſible and tranſitory things? As for the 
inward for ne of . menaeſt nn 


fttlraliſte are e — that! fac 
- cannot? they, 5 groje: after them in 
an Egyptian darkneſs ; For the natural man 
N not "the things of the Spirit of my 52 
| razer can he" know them, becauſe i i 
ſpiritually diſcerned, (1 Cor. II. 14.) 
= EC. much leſs can they know the God of'S Io. 
N who (beſides his inviſibility) is ink. 


* _ nite and incomprehenſible? Only he who 


© with this divine knowledge; 


is made our wiſdom enlightneth.« our eyes 
1 No man know- 
: .eth the Father but the Son, and be to whom: 


: Jaever the . hand tau 5 — n XI. 


e our wiſdom, 


only: in reſpect « heavenly wiſdom im- 
0g 3 reſpet of his K 2 


wWiſ⸗- 


1 c 45 7 
wiſdom imputed unto us. Alas, our i ig- 
norances and ſinful miſpriſions_ are many 
and 1 Where thould we appear, if 
ith did not fetch fuccour from our 
I-wiſe and all-ſufficieat. Mediator? O 
Saviour, we are wile in thee. our. head, 
how weak ſo ever we are of ourſelves. 
Thine infinite wiſdom and goodneſs both 
covers, and makes up all our defects. The 
wife cannot be poor, whilſt the huſband 
i nch. Thou haſt youchſafed to give us 
icht to thy ſtore ; we have no reaſon. 
10 diſheartened with our own ſpiritual . 


e thow art ale our wiſdo 


* 


s E C r. XIV. 
Sat mate aur eb, 


Ini is not mere a chat can. ts 1 
us acceptable to God. If the ferpents | 
were not, in their kind, wiſer than we, 
we ſhould not have been adviſed to be 
wiſe as ſerpents, That God who is eſſen— 
tial ju uſtice, as well as wiſdom, requires 
all his. to Fen not more wiſe, | than — 
kur: 6 Such in themſetves they. 


+ 
* + 
of — 
3 A” 


ate not! nh Or {is W 
ighteouſneſs ;, he is made our ſin, 1 05 
e might be made his righteouſneſs ; he 
tt . no ſin, is made” ſin for us; [that | 
Fs ot Whb ate all fin, might 9 late God? 

_ Tighteouſnef in bim In ourſelves we 2 8 
monly finful, but zs; in kim we are not 
. nl ghteous..only, but. kighteouſneſs itſelf ; 
f e not righteous, we are 
hy . fo; in ourſelves we are not righ- 
-  teous, but in him; we made not ourſelves. 
"_F — but the ſame God, in his infimte mer- 
cy, dhe made him fin for us, hath made 


* us Ris 'righteouſheſs ; no otherwiſe are we 


_ made his r righteouſneſs than he is made 
du fin; our ſo is made his by God's im 
pu ation, ſo is his righteouſneſs made ours. 
How fully doth che ſecond Adam anſwer 
an Wand the firſt? By the offence 7 


te int, judgment came upon all meme io con- 
. demmation;"by+he righteouſyeſs of the ſecond, '- 


$ ant 25 git came upon all men unto Juſtifica- 
* : ion 


. 0 40 
dune li (Km M. 18. 1 by one's 


p T N. fo bythe 
obedience of one ſhall mam be made Yighteous, | 
(Rom. V.“ 19.) righteous not in them- 
ſelves, / death! paſſed. apon all; for thai 
ail have ſinned. {Roni Vt 12.) but in him 
that made them ſo, by) whom We have ro- 
ceived the. atoriemint, (Rom. V. 17.) How 
free then, and how: perfect, is our Juſti- 
. fication? What Mine may the? pure 
and hol) God have againſt r 8 
againſt is own righteouſneſs?” And ſuck 
are we made in and by him. What can 
nd ſtand between us and bleſſedheſs ? 
| Ns e e 5 
mercy, that . (Rom. 
IV. 5.) Tes. wes we not finful, how 


term from wherice this! at Þ| 


| of his mercy imoveth 3 not: ds im the term 


ful it doth not leave us ſo. Far 


ein it reſteth; his grace firids us fin- 9 


it from the righteous Judge of che world = 


to abſolve a wicked ſoul continuing 

Him that  jufbifieth the wicked; an J 
condemneib the juſt; even "they both” are an 
abomination to the Lord, Prov. XVII. 23, ) 
No, but he kills fin in us whilſt he re- 
mits it; at once, cleanſeth and 4 | 
c | | cepts 


—— 
RES 5 Tae Loren 
on Ghrif, 0 Gori 
lay hold on the. ul ta juſtification; fo 
as the ſins that are dot away cancbe :no 
bar to our. happinaſs. And what but ſins 
dan pretend to un chindahee? All :our 
eee no Sec, to-Godz 
nit ben hon unworthynbe are of aur · 
fabves:? Ik is Gniſt s dbediniice-that:is our 
1 and: that obedience cannot 3 
exquifitdy:perfe&t., cannot 
_ Sochjjuſtly:accepted:as his, and mercifully 
—_— . Try i great deal 


. F . 3 . — A, Ain de Angel, 
men II. 27.) But ar che beſt, :this 
mme gal ours is like,ourſebves, ful 

ark init, 0 Lard, be ſhall Band ? 
{PELCKKX. z.) | Bebold, we are before 
5 gin err rreſpaſſes, fer me cannot. ſtand 

 rhreaaſe of this, (Eara IX. 59 


99) 


o — 1X 4 4 
then, be that rd 

(1 John III. 7.) rr in- 
dulgence, becauſe the righteouſneſs he doth 
is weak and impertie@t; he that is made 
righteouſneſs is perfectly ri ae by a 
gracious acceptation, by a free imputation - 
of abſolute obedience. . Wo were us, if we 
were put over to out Own accom phſh- 
ments; for, Cunſoduis che one that ol 
nyes not in all things are written in 
the book of thi law, to do 14 (Cal. III. 

10. Deut. XXVII. 16. * And, If we fay 
that we. have no fin, aue deceive ourſelves, , 
and the truth is not in us, (1 John I. 8.3 

1%. if there be truth.) in us we muſt con- 


— 


* mug 


nan we lie open to a on Bur ur here is 
our comfort, that our Surety aid 
our debt. It is true, we lay ere 80 : 
death. Juice had ſaid, The foul at in- | 
neth ſball die, (Exek. XVIII. 4.) Mercy 
interpoſeth, and 1 The Son of 
God (whoſe every drop of blood was 
worth a 3 pays this death for u . 
wy LOG; Who * any _ to the” 


charge 


| RE th 50 * > 
charge of God's. cleft? It is God ibat jufti- 
1 who is be. that condemneth ? It is G0 
at died, ea ? "rather that is riſen again, wwho 
. the "right: hand of God, who alſo 
ales interceſſion far us, (Rom. VIII. 33, 
34.) Our fin, our death is laid upon 
him, and: undertaken by him; He was 
| unded for. our tranſeriffions, be was bruiſed. 
for our iniquities, ihe chaſtifements of our 
Peace were upon bim, and with his ſtripes. 
de are beales, (Ifa. 53. 5.) His death, his 
obedience is made over. to us. So. then, 
the fin that we have committed, and the 
drank that we have deſerved is not ours; 
ut the death which he hath endured, and 
e obedience that he hath performed, is 
ſo ours as he is ours, who is thereupon 
made of God our righteouſneſs. Where 
ny are thoſe enemies of grace that ſcoff 
at imputation, making it a ridiculous pa- 
radox, that a man ſhould become juſt by 
another: man's righteouſneſs ? How dare 
they ſtand out againſt the word of truth, 
wWjhich tells us expreſly, that Chriſt is made 
our righteouſneſs ? What ſtrangers are 
they to that grace they oppugn ? How 
= do they conſider, that Cbriſt is ours? 
_ His righteouſneſs therefore, by which we 
are 1 is, in oh our own. — 4 
„ | 4 


9 


: 0 _ 
OF: 


| gw) 
that: hath/ borne the iniquity of us all, a5 
r fins 


LIII. 6.) hath' exit 1s. to: call ou 
our debts, (Mat. VI. 12.71 Thoſe wh 
-can be but once paid. If the 'bounty of 
our Redeemer hath ſtaked down the ſums 
required, and cancelled the bonds, and 
this payment is (through mercy) fully 
accepted as from our own hands, What 
danger, what ſcruple can remain? What! 
do we then, weak ſouls, tremble to think 
of appearing before the dreadful tribunal 
aof *the Almighty! We know him ind 
to be infinitely and inflexibly juſt we 
know his moſt pure eyes are; abide to 
-behold ſin; we know we have nothing 
elſe but fin for him to behold in us. 
Certainly, were we to appear before him 
in the mere ſhape of our own ſinful ſelves, 
we had reaſon to ſfake and ſnhiver at the 
apprehenſion of that terrible appearance; 
but now thãt our faith aſſures us, we ſhall 
no otherwiſe be preſented to that awful 
Jud ze, than as: cloathed. with the.. robes 
of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, : how | confident | 
ſhould we be; thus decked with the gar- 
ments of our elder: brother, to carry away 
a bleſſing? Whilſt therefore we are de- 
jected with the conſeience of our own 
| vileneſs, "we have reaſon to lift up our 
31% F 2 heads 
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pn t; 32) 
beds in tlie confidence of chat perfect 
nigheouſneſs which Chriſt: is made unto 
* en ne made 1 in hihs, 1 55 


s Er. XV. 
| Chriſt mad er ſanifetio, 


Ar che ber of wen many a one is 120 
ana; ; who remains inwardly foul 
and guilty; * the beſt of men can but 
judge of things as they appear, not as 

they are; but the rightedus Arbitet of 
the world declares none juſt whom: he 
makes not holy. The ſme mercy there- 
fore, that makes Chriſt our righteouſneſs, 
makes him alſo our ſanctification. Of 
ourſelves, '. wretched men, what art we 
other, at out beſt, than unholy creatures, 
full of pollution and ſpiritual unclean- 
[neſs ? It is his moſt Holy Spirit that muſt 
1 —— 
and 5 *. Cor. VII. 1.) and: work us 


| of ſanctiſication. 
He 4 96 is Beh let 


n le boly fill; (Rev. 
XXII. 11.) Neither can there be any 
thing more abhorring, from his infinite 
quſtice and holineſs, than to juſtify thoſe 
fouls which. he ſtill i in the * 
ure 


eee 53 x 
dure of their corruptions. [Certainly; 
they never truly learnt Chriſt, who wou 
Gor: over: Chrif's righteouſneſs-as; a cale 
of their cloſe wickedneſſes; that ſever 
holineſs from juſtice, and: give no place 
to ſanctification, i in the evidence of their 
I ing. Never man was juſtified with - 
out faith; and whereſoever faith is, there 
| it purifieth. and cleanſeth; (Ads XV. g.) 
But beſides that, the Spirit of Chrift — 
thus powerfully (though gradually) with- 
in us, That Fa may ſanfiify and cleanſe. us 


with the waſting of F water by the word, His 


holineſs is merctfully imputed to us, That 
be may preſent us to himſelf a:glorious church, 
not having ſpot, or Kg or any uch 
thing ; but that we ſbould be boly, and with- 

out blemiſh, (Eph. V. 26, 27.).. Soras that 
inchoate holineſs, which „by his gracighs 
inoperation, grows up daily in us towards: 
a full perfection, as abundantly ſupplied 
by his abſolute holineſs, made no leſs by 
imputation ours, than it is perſonally his. 
When therefore we look into our boſoms, 
we find juſt cauſe to be aſhamed of our 
impurity, and to loath thoſe dregs of cor- 
ruption that yet remain in our ſinful na- 
ture; but when we caſt our eyes to hea- 

ven. and behold. the. infinite holineſs: of 
F 3 that 


0 3) 
a beet o ben me are odied; Which 
dy faith is made our, we have reuſon to 
bear up againſt-all' che di ments 
that may àriſe from the conſcience of our 
- own viene; and to look God in the 
8 3 
whom he is pleaſed to ent -boly, 
 axblameable; and potable in bis fight, 
(Col. I. za.) as that be that 
| 3 are are 

ry. Ng 2 a TT — 


s EC r. XVI. 5 
Chad made our redemption. 


- \ReprnPTION was the great errand for 
which the Son of God came down into 
the world; and the work which he did 
whilſt he was in the world; and that, 
which (in way of application of it) he 
mall be ever — liſhing, till he ſhall 
deliver up his tory into 
the hands of his Father. In this he be- 
Sins, in this he finiſhes, the great buſineſs 
of our ſalvation. For thoſe, who in this 
life are enlivened by his wiſdom, juſtified 
by his merits, ſanctified by Ins grace, are 


ut „ 9 — 


(0350 
and ſtruggling 


2 — of miſeries 
and dangers, till, upon death, 
und x reſurrection, they Mall be 
fully „ by their ever-bleſſed and vic- 
—.— Redeemer. He therefore, who by 
virtue of that heavenly union, is made 
_ unto us of God, — — | 

ſanctification, is alſo u ground 

made unto us our full 

n im eee e en | 

rally under the woful bondage of the law, 
of fin, of miſeries, of death. The law is a 
cruel exactor; for it requires of us what 
we cannot now do; and whips us for not 
doing it; for the law worketh ' wrath, 
(Rom. IV. 15.) and, as many as are of the 
works of the law, are under the cure, (Gal. 
III. 10.) Sin is a worſe tyrant than he, 
and takes advantage to exerciſe his cruel- 
ty by the law; For when we were in the 
feſb, the motion of fins, which were by the 
law, did work in our members to bring forth 
Sing ante thnd, (Rom. VII. 3.) Upen 
fin neceſſarily follows ey the fore 

runner of death; and death the upſhot 
of all miferies ; By one man fin entered into 
the world, and death by in; and fo death 
paſſed = all men, for that all have fined, 
(Rom. V. 12.) . * theſe is Cbriſt 


„ 
our redemption: from the law z for Chriſt 
bath redeemed us from: the carſe M the, law, 


being made. a curſe for us, (Gal. III. 13.) 
From ſin; for doe are dend to /in, but alive 


* "unto God through Jeſus Chriſt gur Lord, 


(Rom. VI. 11.) Sin ſhall not have. dome 
nion over you, for ye are not under the law, 
but under grace, (Rom. VI. 14.) From 
death, and therein from all miſeries; O 
death where is thy fting.? O grave mph rs 
thy victory? The ſting tf death is in; and © 
be ftrength of ſin is, * 6 hn But thanks 
be: to God which giveth us wifory. through 
our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, (1 Cor. XV. 53. 
56, 57.) Now then, let the law do his 
8 worlt, we are not under the lat, but under 

ace, (Rom. VI. 14.) The caſe there- 
fore is altered betwixt the law and us. 
It is not now a cruel taſk-maſter, to beat 
us to and for our work; it is our ſchool- 
maſter, to direct and to whip us unto 


1 Chriſt. It is not a ſevere judge, to con- 


demn us: it is a friendly guide to ſet us 
in the way towards heaven. Let ſin j Join 
his forces together with the law, they can- 
not prevail to our hurt; For what the law 
cn wot do, in. that it was weak through 
the fleſh; God "ſending his. own Son.-in the 
Tp 1 of f nful Vals, condemned fin in the 
Hel, 


(57) 
that the Tigbreon/neſs of the law 1rhight 
wn * who wall not i the 
2 bu N the ety (Rom. VIII. 3, 
4.) Let death join his forces with them 
had we; are yet * For the law of the 
ſpirit of: life hath freed us from the law of 
fin, and 8 Ph. (Rom. VIII. 2.) What 
can we th refore fear, what can we fuller, 
while Chriſ is made our redemption 8 
.Fivalyy, As thus Cbriſt is made unto 
_ us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, 
and redempt jon ; ſo whatſoever elſe he 
either is, or 1 or doth, by virtue of 
this dleſſed union, becomes ours; lie is 
our riches, (Epb. I. 7.) our ſtrength, (Hſal. 
XXVII. 1. XXVill. 7.) our glory, (Eph. 
I. 18.) our ſalvation, (1 Theff. V. 9. Jia. 
XII. 2.) out all, (Cel. III. 11.) He is 
"_ 0 8 eee 1 0 ours in en 29918 
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K thee x ————_ nnd hos cone: 2m ; 
vileges a may > =—_ all thoſe ſecondary 
and a Wherewith we ate f 
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s 38 ) 
a rig ddt 10 all the bleſfings of 
th right-hand and ol the 


i bez fund anttreſt in all che g 5 
both of earth and heaven. it 


is chat the glorious Angels of heaven be- 
come our: guardians, Keeping us in all 
our ways; and working fecretly for our 
. good upon all occaſions; that all God's 
- creatures are at our ſetvice; that we have 
a trut᷑ ſpiritual title to them; All things 
are gui, (ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. III. 
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. Bum take: heed," my ſon, of - miſlaying 
thy claim to what, he in what manner 


3 that muſt reg ilate our propriety to theſe 
". | earthly things; our ſpiritualiright neither 
gives us poſſeſſion” of them; nor takes 
away the + — and W od ty of others. 
Every man ha m_ aſt have what by 
the Juſt laws Ss purcl aſe, gift, or inheri- 
tance, is derived to him; other wiſe there 
Would follow an infinite confuſion in We 
world; we could neither enjoy nor 
our own; and only Will and Might Guſt 
be the arb iters of an mers eſtates; which 
b how unequal! it would be, both reaſon 
| _ -expericnec - an- ſuffcientiy 3 
Ens his 


» 
> 


T 225 23 and ge are! Chvift's, and Chrift: 


thou oughteft not.. .There i is a civil right, f 


— 


6389 J. 


This night is not for the dire} ption „ 


uſurpation of that which civil cles have 
legally put over to others. There were 
no theft, no robbery, no oppreſſion i in the 
world, if any man's goods might be every 
man's; but for the warrantable and com- 
fortable enjoying of thoſe earthly com- 
modities, in regard of God their riginat* 
owner, which are by human conveyances 
juſtly- become ours. The earth is the 
Lord's, and the fulneſs of it; in his 
right whatever parcels do lawfully de- 
ſcend unto us, we may juſtly poſſeſs, as 
we have them legally made over to us 
from the ſecondary and immediate own- 
ers, There is a generation of men who 
have vainly fancied the founding of tem- 
poral dominion in grace; and have upon 
this miſtake, outed the true heirs as in- 
+ truders, and ſcoffed the juſt and godly in 
the poſſeſſion of wicked inheritors ; which, 
whether they be worſe commonweakh's- 
men or chriſtians, is to me utterly. un- 
certain; ſure I am, they are enemies to 
both; whilſt, on the one fide, they de- 
ſtroy all civii propriety and commerce; 
and, on the other, reach the extent of 
the power of chriſtianity ſo far, as to ren - 
r eſtruE te 


05 60 " h 
reaſol and to the laws of all well-ordered 
humanity. Nothing is ours by injury and 
inj . al fp ary ſo, ours, Gu: we 
may with a CONICIENCE. enjoy them, 
* the hand of à munificent God, 
when they are rightfully. eſtated upon us 
by the lawful convention or bequeſt of 
men. - In this regard it is, that a chriſtiar 
man is lord of the whole univerſe; and 
hath a right to the whole creation of God. 
Ho can he challenge leſs ? He is a fon, - 
and in chat an heir; and (according to 
the high expreſſion of the Holy Ghoſt) a 
co-heir with Chrift. As therefore we may 
not be high-minded, but fear; ſo we may 
not be too law-hearted in the under-valu- , 
ing of our condition. In God we are 

hom mean ſoever in ourſelyes. In 
his right the world is ours, whatever pit- 
tance we enjoy in our own ; How can we , 
go leſs when we are one with him who is 
che paffeſſor of heaven and each? 

Ir were but a poor comfort to us, if 

by virtue of this union we could only 
lay claim to all earthly things, Alas, 
How vain and tranſitory are the beſt of 
theſe ? Periſhing under our hand in the 
very uſe of them; and, in the mean while, 


in the frukiop? All this f 


Were 


* & ) 

were nothing, if we TO not hereby an 
intereſt in he beſt of all God's favours, 
in the heaven ,of heayens, 3 ad. the eter- 
nity of that == which 'is there laid up 
for his ſhits, far above the reach of alt 
human expreſſions, or conceits. It was 
the word of him who is the eternal word 
of his Father; Funber, I will that they alfo 
whom thou haſt given me, be with me where 
Jan, that they may behold my i; 
thou haſt given me, (John XVII. 24. ) and 
not only to be mere ſpectators, but even 
partners of all this celeſtial bliſs, together 
with himſelf ; The glory which thus 

me, I bave given them, that t mY 

even as we arb one, (John XVII. 22 > ” 
the tranſcendent and incomprehenſible 
bleſſedneſs of believers, Which, even when 
they enjoy, they cannot be able to utter, 
for meaſure infinite, for duration eternal! 7 
Oh the inexplicable 0 of the full and 
everlaſting accompliſhment of the happy 
union of Chriſt and the. believing ſoul l! 
more fit for thankfũl wonder, and raviſh- 
ment of ſpirit, than ak ou aue N 
NN A Jt Yo 
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| The means 4 which this union is 3 


Non that we may. look a little further 
into the means by which this union is 
wrought, |: know, my ſon, that as there 
are two perſons betwixt whom this union 
is made, Chriſt and the believer; ſo each 
"A = them n to the happy effecting of 
= Chriſt. Uh his ſpirit, diffuſed through | 
the. hearts of all the regenerate, giving 
life and 3 to them; the believer, 
layi ng hold by aith upon Chriſt ſo working 
in him. And theſe do ſo re-at upon 
each other, that from their mutual ope- 
_. ration reſults this gracious, union whereof 
we treat. Here is a. ſpiritual marriage 
berwixt Ciriſ and the foul. The liking - Il > 
of ;oge-part doth. not make up the match, 
but the; conſent .of both. To this pur- 
Poſe Ch gives his Spirit; the ſoul 
hts her Faith, What -intereſt have 
we in Chriſt, but by his Spirit ? What 
intereſt hath Cbriſt in us but by our 
faith ? 
Ow the one e part, He hath given us ; bis 
toly Spirit, ſaith the — (1 75%. IV. 


8.) 


(6). | 
8.0 and i in 2 way. of correlation, we have 
_ received not the ſpirit of the world, but 75 | 
Spirit which is ef God, (1 Cor, II. 12.) 
And this S irit we have ſo received, 9 
that be dwells in us, (Rom. VIII. II, 
1 Cor. V. 2. Gal. II. 20.) and ſo dwells 
in us, as that we are Joined. to the Lord; z 
=, he that is joined to the Lord i is 'one 

'i 7 | 

bs On the other part, ve have acceſs by 
faith into this grace wherein we ſtand 
and rejoice in hope of the glory of Goh 
| ſo: as now the life that we live in the fig 
we live by the faith of the Son of 2 
who dwells in our hearts by faith, ( Eph, 
III. 17.) O the grace of faith, (accord- 
ing to St. Peter's ſtyle, 2 Pet. 1 1.40 truly 
precious; juſtly recommended to us by 
St. Paul, ( Eph. VI. 16.) above all other 
graces incident into the ſoul ; as that, 
which if not alone, yet ciiefly tranſacta 
all the main affairs tending to ſalvatiopy 
for faith is the quickning grace, (Gal. II. 
20. Rom. I. 17.) the directing grace, 
(2: Cor. V. 3.) ah protecting grace, 2 
VI. 16.) . eſtabliſhing grace, (Rom 
20. 2 Cor. I. 24.) the Juſtin grace; 
(Rom. V. 1.) the N 1 
ing grace, (Aas xv e fait! * the ene 
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tat ante to, ce " dpplits;" ap 


Propriates Cbriſt, (Heb. XI. 1.) and here- 
upon the uniting grace, and (which com- 
Þichends, all) the ſaving grace. If ever 


erefote we look for any conſolation in 
rift, or to have any part in this beati- 
fical union, it muſt be the main care of 


t) 


5 our hearts, to make ſure of a lively faith 


the Lord Jeſus, to lay faſt hold upon 
kim, to claſp him cloſe to us, yea, to re- 
Five him inwardly ; into our boſons ; = N 
Q to make him ours, and ourſelves h : 
that we may be joined to him as ont 
head, eſpouſed to him -as our huſband, 
incorporated into him as our nouriſhment 
ingraffed in him as our ſtock, and laic 
YO him as. a fare n buy „ 


II 1111 R e a treated * this 


bleſſed union, as in relation to Chrift the 


head; it remains that we now conſider of 


n. boy it ſtands in relation to the members 
An is myſtical bodys'0 one towards an- 


other. 


* For, a8 2 che Arber is unkind to the 0 
head, fo muſt the members be united tw 3 
themſelves, to make the body truly com- 
lete; thus the Holy Ghoſt, 175 his Apo- ü 
Me, (1 Cor. XII. 00 As the. body is one, 
and hath many members, and all tbe nem 
bers f * one body being many, are ons 
Zoch, ſo is Chriſt, From this entire con- 
junction of the members with each other, 
ariſes that communion of ſaints, which 
we profeſs both to believe, and to partake 
of. This myſtical body of Chriſt is a large 
one, extending itſelf both to heaven and 
earth. There is a real union betwixt all 
thoſe far-ſpread limbs, between the ſaints 
in heaven, between the ſaints. on ety 
between the ſaints in heaven and earth... 
We have reaſon to begin at heaven 5 
thence is the original of our union and 
bleſſedneſs. There was never place for 
diſcord in that region of glory ſince the 
rebellious Angels were caſt out thenge. 
The ſpirits of juſt men made perfett, Heb. 
XII.) muſt needs agree in a perfect unity. 
| Neither can it be otherwiſe, for there is but 
one will in heaven; one ſcope of the de- 
ſires of bleſſed ſouls, which is the glory of 
their God; all the whole choir ſing one 


fong, and in that one harmonious tune of | | 


k 4s 


FE Areal, upon ie Lade holy end, the 


IN 


alas, at our beſt we are drawn to look 
5 ol Unt = Jo own aims of profit or plea- 


unto Gods ut it is with mii harſh and 
Him that fits upon the throne for ever. 
Ob bow ye love the Lord, all ye bis ſaints, 
In glory, (Pal. CXLIX. 5.) The heavens 
* Fuineſs alſo in the congregation of the ſaints, 
= ll LXXXIX. 5.) Oh what a bleſſed 
_ Commonwealth is that above! The ci 


5 {ever at unity with itſelf, P/a/, CXXII. 


. We r parcel-ſainted: ſouls 
, profeſs to bend our = 


nour of. our Maker and Rae. But, 


Fake. profeſs' to fing loud praifes 


arring notes. Above there is a perfect 
ordance in a unanimous glorifying of 


(Pfal. XXXI. 23.) 0⁰ how joyful ye are 


har aiſe thy wonders, O 12771 thy faith- 


of "the Troing God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, 


3.) and therein innumerable company of An- 
= the gentral aſſembly and church of 
Firft-born, which are written in heaven; 
"the + oh of Joy men made perfect, and 
whom they all adore) God the judge of 
all, and Jeſus the Mediator f he New 
"ay eftament,” (Heb. XII. 22.) all theſe as 
one, as holy. Thoſe twenty thouſand cha- 
ond of heaven, (Pat. LXVIII. 17.) * 
2 


| WELY 
b 15 E h when thoſe foor beaſts ful 


Het, round about the throne, give glory, 
45 5 and thanks, to 2 aro + 
upon the throne, faying, Hoh, Holy, Hoh, 
Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, 
and is to come; then the four-and-twenty 
Elders fall down before bim, and caſt their 
crowns before the ibrone, (Rev. IV. 6, 7 
3, , 10.) Noone wears his crown it 
the reſt caſt down theirs; all aceord in 
one act of giving glory to the Higheſt. 
Aſter the {ealing of the tribes, 4 great 
multitude, which; no man could number,” of 
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 

tongues, ſtood before the throne, and before 
the Lamb, cloathed with white robes, and 
Palms in their bands; and cried with a loud 
voice, Salvation to our God which fitteth || 
2pon the throne, and unto the Lamb ; and all 
the Angels flood about the throne, and about | 
the E lers, and the four beaſts, and fell he- 
fore the throne on their faces, and worſhip- 
ped God, ſaying, Amen; Bleſſing, and glory, 

"and wiſdom, and thankſeiving, and honour, 
and power, and might, be unto God for ever 
and ever, (Rev. II. . 5, 10% 85) 
Lo, thoſe ſpirits which here below were 
haahited with ſeveral bodies, different in 
g ſhapes, ſtatures, ages, complexions, are 


now : 


: cual . Bn 9 * 1 the 7 
ſpirits, and mutually — in r in 
= e in ch OE: SD Sie. 


4 gen . 8 E c T. I.” 
= th union of Chriſt's members upon 1 earth; 
Nil, in matter of Judgment. 


1 1 copy is ſet us above; we labour 
40 take it out here on earth. What do 
| = but daily pray, that the bleſſed union 
of ſouls, which is eminent in that empi- 
real heaven, may be exe way by us in 
this region of mortality; For, having 
T tbrough Chriſt an acceſs os one Spirit 214 
99 God 4 the Father, being no more ftrangers and 
foreigners, but 4 , Ga with the ſaints, 


2 e e II. 18, 


will be 


% ww «i 


Vit Nen 


ee 
then is this union of the members of Chrift 
here on earth, but à ſpiritual Oneneſs 
ariſing from an happy conſpiration of their 
thoughts and affections? For, whereas 
there are two , main principles of all 
human actions and diſpoſitions, the brain 
and the heart, the conjuncture of theſe 
two cannot but produce a perfect union; 
from the one our thoughts take their riſe, 
our affections from the other; in both the 
ſoul puts itſelf forth upon; all matter of 
accord or difference. The union of 
_ thoughts is, when we mind the ſame 
things; when we agree in the ſame truths. 
This is the charge which the Apoſtle of the 
Geutiles lays upon his Corinthians, (1 Cor.. 
I. 10.) and, in their perſons, upon all 
ehriſtians ; No T beſeech: you, brethren, by 
the name F aur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye 
all. the ſame thing, and that there be 
orfions among you, but that ye be pers 
| felth joined together in the ſame mind, and 
in the ſams judgment. And this is no other 
than that one faith, (Eph. IV. 5:) r 
makes up the one church of 'Chrift upo 
earth; one, both in reſpect of times nd 
places. Of times, ſo as the fathers of 
the firſt world, the patriarchs of the next, 


— een in cheir ages, that 
look ' d 


— 


Cd 
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vod (together with them). fir. the :re- 
demption of Jae, are united with us 
- chriſtians of the laſt days, in the ſame 
belief, and make up one. entire body of 
Chriff s catholick church, (Zke II. 2 3.) ) 
Of places, ſo as all thoſe that truly 
feſs the name of | Chriſt (though Corned * 
into the fartheſt remote regions of the 
earth) even thoſe that walk with their 
feet :bppoſite to ours, yet meet. with us in 
the ſame centre of the chriſtian faith, and 
make up one bouthold of God. - ..... 
Nor that we can hope it poſſible that 
all chriſtians ſhould agree in all truths. 
Wilſt we are here, our minds cannot 
but be more unlike to each others, than 
dur faces; ea, it is a rare thing for a 
man to hold conſtant to his own appre- 
henſions. Lord Cod L what a world 
do: we meet with of thoſe who miſ⸗ 
call themſelves ſeveral religions, indeed 
ſeveral proſeſſions of one and the ſame 
chriflianity 2 \Melchites,': Georgians, | Maro- 
nites, Jacobites, 2 Aylines, Cophti, 
Neftorian, | Rafſians,, Mengrellians, and the 
reſt that fill up the large map of chriſti 
anography; all which, as A chill they hold 
this hen, .Chrift, they cannot be denied 
the privilege of his members; ſal DONG 
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ſuch; they are, or ſhould be, indifſolubiyß 


joined together in the unity of ſpirit, and 
maintenance of the faith, which was once 
delivered unto the ſaints, (Jude 3.) It 
is not the variety of by- opinions that can 
exclude them from having their part in 
that one catholick church, and their juſt 
claim to the communion of ſaints; whilſt 
they hold the ſolid and precious founda- 
tion, it is not the hay or ſtubble (1 Cor.- 
III. 12.) which they lay upon it, that can 
ſet them off from God or his church. 
But, in the mean time, it muſt be grant 
ed, that they have much to anſwer for to 
the God of peace and unity, who are ſo 
much addicted to their own conceits, and 
ſo indulgent to their own intereſt, as to 
raiſe and maintain new doctrines, and to. 
ſet up new ſects in the church of Cbriſ. 

varying from the common and received 
truths, labouring to draw diſciples after 
them, to the great diſtraction of ſouls, 
and ſcandal of chriſtianity. With which 
ſort of diſturbers, I'muſt needs ſay, this 
age into which we are fallen, hath been, 
and is, above all that hath gone before 
us, moſt miſerably peſtered. What good 
ſoul can be other than confounded to hear 
of, and ſee, more than an a 
77 Our - 
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ö 
ſounſe dex (and ſome of chem anger. 
ous and blaſphemous), opinions, broached 
and defended- in one (once famous and 


» unanimous) church of Chrift 2 Who can 


ſay other, upon the view of. theſe wild 
1 than Ger/on {aid long fince, that 
the world, now grown old, is full of dot- 
ing fancies; if not rather, that the world, 

now near its end, rayes and talks nothing 
but faneies and frenzies? How arbitrary 
ſoever theſe ſelf-willed phanaticks may 


e it, to take to themſelves this liberty 


of thinking What they liſt, and venting 
what, 2 think, the Bleſſed Apoſtle hath 
long ſince hranded them with an heavy 
ſentence, (Rom. XVI. 17.) Now I beſeech 
yau, brethren, mark them bh cauſe Auui- 
Liens and offences, contrary to the doctriue 
eubith- you have learned, and avoid them ; 
for they that are ſuch: ſerve not our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, but their own belly, and by 
| Ss Naw fu _ by foir ſpeeches deceive the 
Bur notwithſtanding all this hide- 
ous: variety of vain. and * con- 
ceptions, he who is the truth of God, and 
the bridegroom of his ſpouſe the church, 
hath ſaid, (Cant. VI. g.) Ah dave, 11 e 


e eee one in the main, « ents, 


/ 


C75) 
tion, though — — ended FL: 
corollaries, inconſequent inferences, unne- 
ceſſary additions, feigned traditions, un- 
warrantable practices. The body is one, 
though ee differ; yea, rather 
( for moſt of theſe) the garment is one, 
but differs in the dreſſing; handſomely” 
and comely fer [out hy ane, diſguiſed by 
another; neither is it, nor ever ſhall be, 
in the power of all the fiends of hell, the 
profeſſed make-bates of the world, to 
4 _ than one; 
| were utterly to extinguim 
and reduce it to nothing 1 for the unity 
and entity of the church can no more be 
r itſelf. It were no leſs than 


hemy, to faſten upon the chaſte and 
Ke f, huſband K the church any 
. ather than one ſpe In the inſtitution 


of marriage, Di be nut make one? Yet bad 
be the residue of the ſhirit; And wherefore 
one? that be might feck a godly ſeed, 5 f 
II. 13.) That whieh he ordained for us, 
Shall not che holy God much more ob- 
ſerve in his own heavenly match with his 
church ? Here is then tee Lond coin Balch, 
owe Baptiſm ; one baptiſm by which ween- 
ter into the church; _= faith which we 
Pro- 


674 


1 in the church; and one Lord whom 
we ſerve, and who is he heat! and' huſ- 
Tony of.” the church. 5560 15 wh fs OY” 


e s E C T. XXI. 
The» union we: chriſtians i in matter of of. 


ET oth. Ane doth it concern 
us, that we who are united in one com- 
mon belief, ſhould be much more united 
in uffection, That where there is one way, 
© there pr be much more one heart, (Jer. 

XXII. 39.) This is ſo juſtly ſuppoſed, 
that the ber (Amos III. 3.) queſtions, 
Can two walk together except they be agreed? 
If we walk together in our judgments, 
we cannot but accord in our wills. This 
was the praiſe of the primitive chriſtians, 
and the pattern of their ſucceſſors, ' The 
multitude of | them that believed were of one 
heart, and of. one foul, (Acts IV. 32.) Yea, 
this is the livery which our Lord and Sa- 
 viour. made choice of, whereby his menial | 
ſervants ſhould be known and diſtinguiſh- 
ed ; By this ſball all men know that ye be 
my. diſciples, if ye have love to one another, 
(John XIII. 35.) In vain ſhall any man 
8 to a * if he 8 

8 


1 N 
| make it good by his love to all the family | 
of Chriſt. The whole church is the ſpi- 
ritual temple of God; every believer is 2 
living ſtone laid in thoſe ſacred walls ) 
What is our chriſtian love, but the mor- 
I tar or cement whereby theſe ſtones are faſt 
joined together, to make up this heavenly 
building ? without which that precious 
fabrick could not hold long together, but 
would be ſubject to disjointing, by thoſe 
violent tempeſts of oppoſition, wherewith 
it is commonly beaten upon. There is 
no place for any looſe ſtone in God's edi- 
fice; the whole church is one entire body; 
all the limbs muſt be cher by the 
1 nts of chriſtiat Ve. If any one 
will be ſevered, and affect to ſubſiſt of 
itſelf, it hath loſt his place in the body. 
Thus the Apoſtle, (Eph. IV. 15, 16.) 7. 547 
we being fincere in love, may grow up into 
him in all things, avbich is the head, even 
Chriſt ; from whom the whole tody, fitly 
joined together, and compacted by that which 
every joint | ſupplieth, according to the effec- 
tual working in the meaſure of every part, 
materb increaſe of the body, unto the 4 
ing of itſelf in love. 
Bur in caſe there happen to be differ- 
ences in opinion, concerning points not 


3 H 2 eſſential, 
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edel, not neceſſary to ſalvation, this 
diverlity may not breed an alienation of 
affection, That charity which can cover 
= multitude of fins, may much more co- 
ver many ſmall. Aiſofond of judgment. 


We canget hope to be all, and as all 


times equally enlightened. At how many 
and great weaknelks of judgment did it 
L our mercifal Saviour to connive in 
eſtic diſciples ? They that had fo 

* at the ſacred feet of him that 
as never man were yet to 
dak of thoſe ſcriptures, which had ſe 
clearly foretold his reſurrection, (Jon 


XX. 9.) and aſter that were at a fault 


NN kingdom, (Au. I, 


6.) yet he that breaks not the bruiſed 
reed, nor quenches the 
falls not K hanbiy upon den for ſo. foul an 
error and ignorance, but entertains them 
with all loving reſpect, not as followers 
only, but as friends, (Jabu XV. 15.) And 
his great Apoſtle, after he had ſpent him- 
ſelf in his unweariable endeavouts u 
God's church, and had ſown the ſeeds of 
wholſome and ſaving doctrine everywhere, | 
What rank and noyſome weeds of erro- 
neous opinions roſe up under his hand, in 
| "nn churches of Corinth, Galatia, Epheſus, 


Coloſſe, 


Fs © 77 0 

Coloſſe, Philippi, and Theſſalonica ? Theſe 
he labours to. root out, with much zeal, 
with no bitterneſs; ſo oppoling the errors, 
as not alienating his affection from the _ 
churches; theſe, theſe muſt be our prece - 
dents, purſuing that charge of the prime 
Apoſtle, (1 Pet. III. 8.) Finally, be ye all 
of one mind, having compaſſion one of another 
love as brethren, be pitiful, be . courteous, 
And that paſſionate. and adjuring obſteta- 
tion of the Apoſtle (Pbil. II. 1, 2.) of 
the Gentiles. F there be any conſalgtion in 
Chriſt, if any comfort of love, if any. fel. 
lowſhip of the Spirit, if any bowels and mer. 
cies, . fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like mind- 
ed, having the ſame love, beg of one accord, 

| of one mind. _ 

Tuts is it that gives beauty, ſtrength; 
glory. to the church of God upon earth, 
and brings it neareſt to the reſemblance 
of that triumphant part above, where there 
is all perfection of love and concord; in 
imitation whereof the Pſalmiſt ſweetiy 3 
Rehold, how good and Joyful a. thing it is, 
brethren, to dwell alen in 90 . 
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s ECT. XXII. 


8 
unity. 


* n eos of 


8 0 much the more juſtly kaentable it 
is to.ſee: the. manifold and grievous diſ- 

actions of the church of Chrsft, both in 
judgment and affection. Wo is me ] Into 
hom many thouſand 
chat of our Saviour rent? Tea, Into what 
numberleſt atoms is the precious body of 
Dy torn and minced? There are more 
religions than nations upon earth; and in 
eich religion, as many different conceits 
as men. If St. Paul, when his Corinthians 
did but ſay, I am of Paul, I am of Apol- 
los, Jam of Cephas, could aſk, I Chriſt 
diu? (1 Cor. 12, 13.) when there 
was only an emul ying of 
their own teachers, (though agreeing and 
orthodox) what (think we) would he now 
ſay, if he ſaw an hundred of eee 
. eee 


other, all to the truth) app Ba rig by their 
credulous and divided followers; all of 
them claiming Cbriſt for theirs, and de- 
"ping _ to their 1 ? Would he 

p not 


pieces is the ſeamleſs -* 


8 
not aſk, Is Chr muleiplied? Is Chrif 
Ob. diviied ? 1 rs. 
O God ! What is become 2 | 
How do evil ſpirits and men labour to 
deſtroy that creed which we have 
conſtantly profeſſed ? For, if we ſer 
more Chyiſts, Where is that one? Andi 
we give way to theſe infinite diſtractions, 
Where is the communion of ſaints? But 
be not too much diſmayed, my ſon, not- 
- withſtanding all theſe cold diſheartnings; 
take courage to thyſelf. He that is truth 
 RiſelF bath faid, The gates of bell Salt not 
prevail apainſt bis church, (Mat. XVI. 18.) 
In ſpight of all devils, there-ſhall be ſaints, 
x and thoſe are, and ſhall be, as the ſcales 


4 the ſeal; one is fo near- to evother that 
» w air can come betwixt them. Dey are 
one: 10 another ;. ſtiet tegetber 5 
that they cannot be ſundred, (Job XLE 15, 
16, 17. ) In all the principles of religion, 
there! is an univerſal and unanimous con- 
ſent of all chriſtians; and theſe are they 
that conſtitute a church. Thoſe that | 
in theſe, Chriſt is pleaſed to admit (for 
matter of Jodtrine) as members of that 
body whereof he is the head; and if they 


admit 


7 


| (30) 
admit not of each other as ſuch, the fault 
is in the uncharitableneſs of the refuſers, 
no leſs than in the error of the refuſed. 
And if any vain and looſe ſtra ragglers will 


needs ſever themſelves, and wilfully chuſe 
to go ways of their own, let them know 
that the union of Chris church ſhall con- 
ſiſt entire without them. This great ocean 
will be one collection of waters, when theſe 
drops are loſt in the duſt, In the mean 
time, it highly concerns all that wiſh well 
to the ſacred name of Chriſt, to labour to 
keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of 
Peace, (Eph. IV. 3.) and to renew, and 
Continue the prayer of the Apoſtle for all 
the profeſſors of chriſtianity; Now the-God 
of. patience and conſolation, grant you to be 
like-minded one towards another, according 
to. Chriſt Jeſus. That ye may with one 
mind, and one mouth, glorify God, even the 
Father of our Lord 4 Es: 0 Rom. 
V. Ed 3 
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Hearts. 


5 be is Sack u 20 hank ths: union 
n gb ſaints upon. earth 
Can be idle and ineffectual ; but whereyer 

185 it 7 ts forth itſelf in a like affected 

poſition, into an improvement 
_ of xrger into 4 communication of out» 
ward bleſſings, to the benefit of that happy 
conſociation. 
We cannot be ſingle in our affections, | 


' If we be limbs of a chriſtian community. 


What member of the body can complain, 
ſo as the reſt ſhall not feel it? Even the 
bead and heart are in pain, when a joint 
of the leaſt toe ſuffers. No chriſtian can 
be afflicted alone. It is not St. Paul's caſe 
. Who is weak, and I am not weak f 

is offended, and I burn not? (2 Cor. 
Xl. 294} Our ſhoulders are not our own, 
we mult bear one another's burdens, (Gal. 
VI. 2.) There is a better kind of ſpiritual 


good fellowſhip in all the ſaints of God. 
Toy hate a propricty of paſſions; _ 


(8%) 


with them that rejoice, and weep with them 
that weep, (Rom. XII. 15.) Their affec- 
tions are more communicative than their 
| Wi anc races; choſe, as they are be- 
wed with an intuition of the common 

„ ſo hed are improvided. Where- 

Ore "bath this man quickneſs of wit ; 
that man depth of judgment? This, 
heat of zeal; that, power of elocution ? 
This, ſkill; that, ee 2 This, 
authority; that, ſtrength? but that all 
ſhould be laid together for the raiſing 
of the common ſtock. How rich there- 
fore is every chriſtian ſoul, that is not 


', anly furniſhed with its own graces, but 


hath a ſpecial intereſt in all the excel- 
lent gifts of all the moſt eminent ſer- 
vants of God through the whole world | 
Surely he cannot be poor, whilſt there is 
any ritual wealth 1 in the church of God 
upon earth _ - 

'NEerTHER are, or can, theſe gifts be in 
| the danger of concealment, they are ſtill 

put forth for the publick advantage. As 
therefore no true chriſtian is his own man, 
ſo he freely lays out himſelf by example, 
by admonition, by exhortation, by con- 
ſolation, by prayer, for the univerſal be - 


| Rar of _ "os fellow- members. By ex- 


ample, 


(83) 
ample, which is not a little winning and 
prevalent; Let your light ſo ſbine before 
men, that they may ſee your g ood works, and 
glorify your Father . which is in heaven, faich 
our Saviour, in his ſermon upon the 
mbunt, (Mat. V. 16.) And his great 
Apoſtle ſeconds his charge to his Pig - 
, (Phil. II. 15, 16.) That ye may be 

blameleſs and barmbehs, the ſons of God, with- 
out rebuke in the midſt of a' crooked and per- 
© verſe nation, whom ye ſhine as lights 
in the world, bolding forth 7he word of life. 
Lo, the world fits in darkneſs, and either 

ſtirs not, or moves with danger. Good' 
example is a light to their feet, which di- 
rects them to walk in the ways of God, 
without erring, without ſtumbling ; ſo as 
the good man's actions are ſo many. co- 

ies for novices to take out; no 2 in- 
ſtructive than the wiſeſt mens 1 
By admonition the ſinner is in of 
drowning. Seaſonable admonition is an 
hand reach'd out, that = hold on. him 
now ſinking, and draws him up to the 
ſhore. The ſinner is already in the fire; 
ſeaſonable admonition ſnatches him out 
from the everlaſting burnings, (Jude 23.) 
The charitable chriſtian may not forbear 
e * thankleſs, but) always ne- 

A ce 


+ ('8% ) 
at thy lratbe 711 pale wr | 

aw wiſe rehue thy neighbour, and net ſuffer 

Bl 1 XIX. 1.) By exhor- 
_ the fire of God's —— 
ſudject to many damps, angers of 
. ; aichers hah te fake of blows 
and quickens thoſe good 
. and 
—— a — — _ / 


— ah ——— 
ontiber daily, whilh it is callad to-day, bf 
am you he baxdmed through the deceit- | 
fuldgſ of fin, (Heb. III. 23.) By canſo- 
lation we are all naturally ſubject to 
_ devop under the preſſure of 2Mictions z 
 ſeaſonable comforts lift and Ray us up. 
Te in u lad complaint that the church 
1 (Lam, I. 21.) 


| . Shey have beard that J; there it noms 
1 2 and 4 | (Pl LXIX. 
: / þ hath broken my 


NN and I 
looked. for ſome to take pity; aud there mas 


n 7 
Where- 


L 
en to men tas? 


Wherefore hath God 
rongus of the learned, But that they might 
know to ſpeak a word i feaſon to Rim 


that is weary? (Ja. L. Y That th: ma 
* . _— 5 ae 225 


ew boy an z fo em 8 1 arg oj 4 
heart, ht 4 nut, a. 
v. 3.) He- oh at out. Pg 
our were to Peter, (Lake XXII. 32.) holds 


univerſally ; Thou; toben thou art boa N 
». ſtrengthen tby brethren. By dd fo as 
each member of 'Ebriff's: pA ſües for 
all; neither cap 6 = one be ſhar out from 
partaking the of the 12 
all God's 4 0 — earth. There is 4 
certam ſpirirual traffick” of piety betwixt 
all God's children, wherein 1575 i 
1 with each other, not din, 
number ſo much as\weight. - Am TT 
in ſpirit, and faint in m ſupplicationg F 
T have — — ned Fe. E moft 5 
ers © Ol pftarits 1 than in 
22 alt. the 172 that Xin ny 


moſt ardent Rearts 
hilfe there is life ity | 
tions 'T einnot go aur Fur I; 
ly; — is a hog rey of i in- N 
ward g ritual ſervices, k there "I 
muſt — miore' x cbmkwfftaz! 

* wt web fo tion 


punk TGT -- 
ton of Nee temporal good things 
Jol 


caſion er Away with 
1 2 Oy of . or Auabaptiſical 
communities. ; Yroprieties he, as they 


1 W ht, Fa ed where the laws 
AY | civi ave. placed them; but 
let the uſe .of theſe outward bleſſings be 
nanaged and Farmanded. by the neceſſi- 
| ties. "of our brethren; Witb. bold not thy 
£wds from the owners thereof, when it is in 
ver , thy band to do it. Say not ; 
4 7 thy. neighbour, Co, and come again to- 
A, Prov ud.T will, give it, . when-thoy haſt 


(Prov, III. 2275 28.) Theſe temporal 
things. were giyen us not to engroſs and 
Board up Aer uouſly, but to diſtribute 
ine en 4 12 5 therefore have oppor- 
mh let us de. good unid all men, eſpecially 
* eh 25 5 0 the houſold q faith, (Gul. 
8005 the (xo the 3 God's «hit 
dien here on earth, both in matter of judg- 
ment. an "affection, . And the beneficial 
_ irnprover ent of that Mons whether in 
$ ——— or Som 
ly ſubſtance, Where 
one. of, theſe, can be! 


3 


N Ba ty «213. 10 1353 ih007 
The be 6 union wo the Pap on „ earth with 4 
* n.. 


14 +4. 4 by > WW +: TOY MI 
— * EY 1 


e 8 Rags is pertect union beaheube 
3 ſaints in heaven, and! an anion 
(though imperfe&) betwixt the ſaints on 
earth, fo there is an union partly perfect, 
and partly imperfe&, between the ſaints 
in heaven and the ſaints below upon earth; 
perfect i in reſpect of thoſe glorified. faints 
above; imperfect in reſpect of the weak 
returns we are able ta make to them again. 
Let no ma think, that. becauſe thoſe bleſ- 
ſed ſouls are out of ſight, far diſtant in 
another world, and we are here toiling in 
a vale of tears, we have therefore loſt all 
mutual regard to each other; no{ there is 
ſtill, and ever will be, a ſecret but unfail- 
ing correſpondence between heaven and 
earth. The preſent happineſs of thoſe 
heavenly 3 cannot have abated aught 
of their knowledge and charity; but muſt 
needs have raiſed them to an higher pitch 
of both. They therefore who are no.] 
glorious comprehenſors, cannot but in a 
generality retain the notice of the ſad: 
25060 „ con- 


Oh ye bleſſed 


in that bleſſed immortality; we imitate 


4 38 5 
0 . of us poor travellers here be- 
w, panti ards our xeſt, together 
with — dun common wiſh — the 
happy conſummation of this our weary 
pilgrimage, in the fruition of their glory. 
That they have any perſpective whereby 
they can ſee: down into our particular 
Waits, is that which: we find no ground 
to believe. It is enough that they have 
an Nniverſal apprehenſion of the cate of 
1 2 7 church upon the face of 
die ene Kev, VI. 10.) and fellow mem · 
bers of the ſame myſtical body, long for 
a; perfect glorificatian of the * 


As for us wretched pilgrims, that are 


yer left here below, to tug with many dif- 
ulties, we cannot forget that better half 


of us that is now triumphant in glory. 
ſaints above, we honour 


your memories ſo far as. we ought ; we 


do with: praiſe recount your virtues; we 


magniſy your victories ; we bleſs God 
happy enemption from the mi- 


for your, 
ſery of this world. and for your eſtating 


— 1 ——— we long and pray 


temples, dedicate altara, di- 


— dcration-- with you; vr 
dare _ 
re pen to you we: dare not; final, 


— 


2 


4 . me 


vation in heaven, 


comt a limb of that body 


99). 


offer aby king; to yay which you are un- 
to receive, — thing upon 
you which vou would diſclaim as preju- 
dicial. to your Creator and Redeemer. Ir 
is abundant comfort to us, that ſome part 
oflus is in the fruition of that glory, 
whereto | we (the other poor la 
part) deſire and ſtrive to aſpire; chat ou 
— and ſhoulders are above water, whilſt 
the other n e — hy 


i * . 
. 3 g r "es. 
(? #1. 141244 


8 xc 0 1. XV. 
4 223 oh fu 4 . the whole 
e 


1 1 


Te 1 My. fob, if ever thou 
loak tor ſonnd comfort on earth, and fal- 
thyſelf from the 
world, and the vanities of it.; put hy- 
ſelf upon thy Lord and Saviour! 70 

Gorift ; . not till thou findeſt thyſelf 
firmly. united to him, fo-as-thourart be- 
whereof” he is” 
head; a fpoilſe-of that huſband, a branch 
of that ſtem, a ſtone laid upon that foun- 
dation; look: not therefore for any bleſſing 
out ur off hin, ande, and by, and from bo | 


1 46655 ) 
Took for; all bleſſings; iet him be thy 
life; and with: not to. live Jonger than 
thou art quickened by him find him thy 


wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, re- 

 demption; thy riches, thy ſtrengthy/-thy 
| glory. Apply unto unto: thyſelf; alli that thy 

+ winery is of aa rice _ 
ave. Braces God It TE 

them from his anointing. Would thou 

have power gpintſpiguaenamica? fetch 

it from his ſovereignty. Would. thou have _ NW , 

redemption ? fetch it from his paſſion. 

Wouldſt tho: bene wie or VA ? fetch it 

from his pe fect innocence. from 

the curſe ?. fetch it from his croſs. Satiſ- 

faction ? fetch it from his ſacrifice. Cleanſ- _ 

ing from (in? fetch it from his blood, | 

Mortification ?ofetch it from his grave. 

Newpeſs of life? fetch it from his eſur- 

redtion. Right to heaven? fetch ĩt from 

his purchaſe. Rudience in all thy ſuits? 

fetch” it from his interceſſion. W ouldſt 

chou haye ſalvation ? fetch it from his 

ſeſſion at the: right hand of Majeſty. 
Wouldſt thou have all? fetch 3 him 

who: is ane Lord, me Gad uud Fatherof lt, 

% :above-all, ithfrough all, and in all, 

Eph. IV. 5, 6.) And as thy faith ſhall 

thus ! thee —— mes 5 4 
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hy charity unites 5 18 "body. „ 
_ church, both in earth and heaven. Hold 
ever an inviolable communion with thar 
holy and bleſſed fraternity. Sever not 
chytelf from it, either in judgment « or af- 
fection. Make account there is not one 
of God's ſaints upon earth, but hath a 
propriety in thee, and chou 115 chal- 
lenge the ſame in each of them; ſo as thou 
canſt not but be ſenſible of their paſſions; ; 
Land be freely communicative of all thy 
graces, and all ſerviceable offices, by ex- 
ample, admonition, exhortation, conſo- 
lation, prayer, beneficence, for the g "0 
of that ſacred community. 3 
1 Ap when thou raiſeſt up thine eyes to 
heaven, think of that glorious ſociety of 
bleſſed ſaints who are gone before thee, 
and are now there triumphing, and reign- 
ing in eternal and incomprehenſible ory; _ 
bleſs God for them, and wiſh thyſel with 
them; tread in their holy fteps, arid be 
ambitious of that crown of glory and im. 
ro which thou ſect CITY on 9 ir 
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.FT HE. Portrait of Old Ape; po Wy 
. & in is contained a ſacred Anatomy 
both of Soul and Body; and a perfect Ac- 
count of the * of Age incident to 
them : Being a Paraphraſe upon the 
fix former Verſes 12 the twelfth Chapter 
of Ecelefiaftes. By Jobs Smith, M. D. of 
the. College of Phyſicians: The chird Edi- ,4 
tion, corrected, ' Price 24. 6d. . 
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templations, and Orations on various Sub- 
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| 9 6d, e, in nine Sections, Go. Price 
15. 64. : 


= The Right Honourable Anne Coun- 
teſs of Covent.) 's. Meditations and Reflec- 
FS tions, Moral and Divine. Price 6d, 


